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Not having enough is always a source for 
concern, if not anxiety.  Running out of gas; no 
food in the cupboard; no money to pay the bills; 
not enough vaccines or PPE.  The fear of scarcity 
runs deep within us.   Without “enough” how are 
we going to survive?

In first century Palestine the cultural expectation 
of not having enough food or wine to serve your 
guests, particularly at a wedding banquet, was a 
cause for public shaming and humiliation.  If you 
ran out of food or wine, your reputation would be 
damaged considerably.  You would be known not 
only to be stingy and frugal, but also irresponsible 
and inhospitable. The shame placed on you would 
become such a significant burden that it would 
marginalize you in the community.  Your 
household name would be marred. 

So when Jesus’ mother learns that the host of the 
wedding banquet was going to run out of wine, 
she knew the panic that would be setting in.  

“What concern is that to me?” Jesus asks.

Jesus’ mother turns to the servants and says: “Do 
whatever he tells you.”  Now here is the 
extraordinary thing: Jesus instructs the servants to 
fill six stone water jars to the brim with water.  It 
is six, not seven.  Seven is the sign of completion 
and fulfillment, but here we are just shy of 
completion. It’s only six.

Furthermore we are filling the stone water jars 
used for purification.  These jars are things used 
under the old covenant, suggesting that the old 
covenant, with its purification rites is something 
that was very good, but apparently it is just short 
of completion.  There’s something more to come.

It seems an odd thing to be drawing anything out 
of the purification jars and serving it as a 
beverage, but even more so serving it as a 
beverage to the chief steward of a wedding 
banquet. And then, have him discover to his 
astonishment that it is the best wine he has ever 
tasted.

If quality is not enough, then it’s also the quantity.  
This is over 600 litres of wine, and it comes at the 
very end of the party, when people are so drunk 
they can’t tell the difference.  It is all just 



massively over the top in terms of quality, 
quantity, timing and source.

“Who does this,” asks the chief steward to the 
bridegroom?  Not knowing who did this, the 
bridegroom is just as astonished as the chief 
steward, and all the guests rejoice.  Who now 
holds the reputation in the community for 
throwing the best wedding banquet ever seen in 
Cana of Galilee?  This bride and bridegroom.  
That was the wedding not be missed and they 
would be known for being the most generous and 
hospitable hosts that you ever met.  Look, we are 
still talking about it today! 

They were delivered from shame and humiliation, 
and lifted up to a place of honour and respect.  

It all points to the fact that in the gospel of John 
Jesus’ hour of glory yet to come, would be the 
moment when Jesus is handed over to be 
condemned and die.  The hour of greatest shame 
and humiliation would be the hour when God’s 
glory would be revealed in all its fullness.  Jesus’ 
hour, the event he will be most known for on the 
cross, would allow God to establish a new 
covenant; something that is complete, something 
that is a fulfillment, something that speaks of an 

over abundance of rich generosity, and 
something that is so unexpected that 
people don’t even notice it.

Because like the bride and bridegroom in 
Cana of Galilee, through this act of Jesus 
on the cross, we too, whether we notice it 
or not, are delivered from shame and 
humiliation, from condemnation and 
death, and brought into a place of 
generous abundance where there is more 
than “enough.”

In fact, according the to the first reading, 
you shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the Lord.  You will be given a 
new name.  No longer shall you be called 
“Forsaken” or “Desolate,” but you will 
be called “My Delight” and “Married.”  In other 
words, you will belong to God, you will be 
cherished by God, and God will rejoice over you, 
and nothing can ever change that.

Well, in response to this event in Cana, Jesus 
revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in 
him.  May we do the same. 
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